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HE country which is taday and
must for months continue to be

of constant interest to all the

world is that secton of t‘w

fair Italian southern countr)
and that island of historic memores.

Sicily. which were involved in the Titanic
ragp of the earthquake of December

e and 2=

Americans are disposed to look on this
lsnd as of slight mportance and noted
mastly for poverty aml its erop of emi-

crants to this more favored land of the

west: vet Calabria, in the toe of the Ital-

.n peninsula, and Sicily have figured
rzely on the pazes of Earopean history.
I'oetry and prose literature have rung
with their praises.

Perhaps no section of the earth com-
Lines fertil'ty with beauty more divinely
!'..An thiis poor, scourged country of classic
legend, medieval romance and hauchty
‘n-‘t.-lf-s grouped around with their thou-
sinds of impoverished but usually beau-
tiful peasants. The town of Messina in
the middle ages was one of the prizes of
Europe, and many battles were fouzht by
duker, kings and even emperors to obtain
possession of it. It is the chief back-
ground of Shakespeare's famous comedy,
“Much Ado About Nothing " and to the
student of history and especially of Iit-
erature Messina is-a name to conjure up a
thousand memories sublime and rare.

The crunch, crunch of the euarthquake
toppled practically every building in the
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HE year 1009, a
year of notable
centennials, ho'ds
two that are of
pre-eminent sign fi-
cance to musiclans

and the entire
music - loving
world, February 3
occurs the cen-

Lenary of Felix
Mendelssohn - Bar-
tiroldy — known to
the world a: large as Mendelssohn—and a
date but a few weeks later, or March 1,
to ba exact, marks the one hundredth an-
niversary of the birth of Frederic Chopin.
Both of these composers have by the'r
work made deep impress upon the history
of music, but the achievements of Men-
delssohn perhaps s'and out as the more
pretentious and the present centennial
will serve to not only draw popular at-
tention to the composer of the “Spring
Song’' and other masterpleces, but will
also emphasize his unusual personality
and remarkable carcer.

=3
* ®

At ‘le very outset of this glimpse of
Mendelssohn's life {t may be well to ex-

plain his acquisition of the name Bar-
tholdv-—-an appendix wh'ch has been re-
sponsible for many perplexing misiakes
0 of musie lovers and others.
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cont. v involved, and red-tongued fire
swept the piles of debris, lick ng up all
combustible material in the unm and
ending the lives of tens of thousands of
mangled, imprisoned unfortunates caughl
“ilh.n i»e intricacies of the devastated
building On the seacoast t dal waves,
v ariu.:cl\ estimated from thirty to sixty
feet in height, plunced up on the shelving
sea beaches and washed miles inland,
wiping out all vestige in many cases of
the country ever having been inhabited by
the courageous an.mal, man.
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But it is of Messina, Reggio di Calabria,
as being the metropolis of that devoted
province; Catania, Catanzaro, Taormina
and Palermo that most should be related.
Even if Italian indemitability reconstruct
in a score of years some pretense of
cities on these h storic sites, the towns
of medieval times haloed about with mys-
tery, poetry and romance have gone down
forever like veritable struetures of mist
under the mighty shaking nature in-
flicted.

Legend =ets forth that ill-fated Messina
was founded by pirates in the eighth cen-
tury before thie Christian era, or just a

in the awakening dawn of
3 portals to
showed marvelous carvings in
s of dead and gone :
be restored
untold wealth to the student
I.a Matrice also contained a
pulpit that was

years hefore is alleged
have started dizging a trench where the
Emperill city
.Messina were
thie same 'pit ‘od—Messina by

Rome by a band of highwaymen and rob-

the facade

lover of art.
Since it was founded Meszina has passed sculptured marble
unparalleled i i
the town has
conflagrations,
quent small earthqgquakes,

within 100
the found.ng of the edifice nave
ithed forever now.

sickle-shaped

devastated
the plague,
which occasion-
{u:nsid: rable
ll'1e dan'ua';-
importance.
straits were magnifi-

wraught by
the Messina
1783 Messina fortunately
earthquake shock,
of her public buildings,
structures.
world-famous i
in the total

terror-inspiring

most interest
Mes=sina wias the Villa Rocca Guel_

disappeared
destruction in December was
which was a noble struc-
ture founded by Ceount Roger of Messina.
one of the hf»rc.-fn figures of Sir-ill:m lii.v-

and Sicily
]{ l-}mr:l ll.._—. l.ion
i crusade against
v, 1 and falled to release Jerusalem,
William the ‘\orman mnqut'red L“n i i i
at the battle of Hastings.

The cathedral, or La Matrice,
: ic architecture.
portals of the facades were
built away back in the eleventh
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paintinzs,
majolica vases.
As a business town Messina was the
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little Felix was barely eleven years of
age he en-ered the Berlin Academy, and
almost from that very day he mades at-
temmpts at mus.cal composition. Ere he
had reached h's twelfth birthday anni-
versary he hud composed no less than
fifty compléte movements, Including a
cantaty and a comedy in three scenes,
*
* F

When Mendelssohn was bu! seventeen
vears of age he composed the famous
overture to the “Midsummer Night's
Dream.” wh'¢h the ecrities of a'l tim=~
have been unanimous in pronouncng the
most remarkable example of musical pre-
coeity in the history of the world, A
vear later the boy's first opera was pro-
duced at ihe Grand Opera House in Ber-
In and met with pronounced Success,
When little past twenty years of acze
Mendelssohn was offered the. chalr of
mus ¢ at the Berlln University, but de-
clined, and about this time undertook a
concert tour of England, where he was
hailed as one of the greal composers
and pianists ol the day. This expe-
rienece was followed by coneert tours of
Scotland, Aus ria, ltaly, Switzerland and
Franve

When the eomposer was twentyv-four
vears of age he accepted an offer of the
posii‘on of conductor of (he Lower Rhine
music festival, and 0 favorable was e
impression made by the young musician
that he was immediately appointed town
musica! d reetor of Dusseldorf, a: the
impressive salary of 8 a vear, which
seems (e have been quite acceptable to
Im This post served as a slepping
stone (o that of conductor of the famous

vewandhus Orchestra in Leipzig. He.

made th's organization the foremost or-
hes'ra 'm BEurope, and the people of
l.eipzig Yecame more than enthusiastic
ovéer \I- ndelssobn and h's work.
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yvear 1837, when Mendelssohn

wus twenty-eight vears of age, he was
murried 1o Cecile Charlotte Sophie Jean-
rénated. g vy beautiful «rl, the dauzh-
of a ‘ Protestant clergyvman.
Che dumestie [ife of the couple was ideal,
ompeser manuifest'ng in his home
centricitics wheh have
made =0 many a musical genius a trying
lifee partner. Nor was his home life by
an Meé; care free, for in time tive
hildren joined the household, and the
ealth of Mendelssohn's wife was not al-

wavs of the best. It is recorded that
the ¢ vmpeser not only Instruc‘eg his chil-
dren  in omusic. but also taught them
St ‘utndamental bhranches s reading,
spelline and eography.

When he had been married about four
vears the emperor nvited Mendelssohn
to Berlin to conduct the orchestral and
choral concerts.  That professional jeal-
ausy which 1= ever the hane of the musi-
cal world made this portion of his career
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Mendelssonn, although during much of

The career of Mendelssohn was almost
unique in that he d d not have to suffer
the privations and hardships which svem

fond pr travel.

place in his affections.
prouounced

chiidhood was responsible Mendelssohn

marvelous creative
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most Important city of Sicily., and, in
fact, in the south of the kingdom of
Ttaly. It did an annual export and nmport
husiness of about £20.600,000. It traded
principally in fruits and in fruit flaver-
ings and essences, in coral ornaments,
silks, wines, oils, muslin, linen and hard-
ware—the last three articles clearly be-
ing brought in to supply the demand of
the island population.

Messina had a falr university and a
well aquipped technical school, and was
the center of success In southern Ttaly
and Sicily. Its destruction cannot be
reckoned but as a deathblow tu pros-
perity in all that portion of the King-
dom. It had a population of 150,000.
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The once thriving city of Reggio dl
('alabriza was almost directly opposite to
Messina across the quake-tortured Straits
of Messina. It is said to have been
founded a couple of centurles later than
Messina, but, as a matter of fact, all
these dates are purely imaginary—not
authentic nor historic. Its very name
means “to break.” and refers to an origin
through an earthquake—that is, Reggio,
now @4 seaport, was sald to have been
founded as an inland city, but awoke one
fine day to discover that an earthquake
had opened the earth and created the
Straits of Messina and made Heggio into
a seaport. Regglo was the chief town of
(Calabria Tlterior. It was noted for a
superb ¢athedral about a century old, a
famous statue of Garibaldi, a museum, a
lveeum for girls and a technical school.

In Sicily, Palermo Is the largest city,

contrasted with the skeptical coldness of
the audiences of Berlin. And in turn
we findd that some measure of Mendels-
soln's nst: aneous =uccess in the Brit-
ish metropolis was due to the fact that,
theugh a musician, he was a “‘gentile-
man,”” the detinition of which in this case
was that being 2 man of means he did
not demand pay for his playving or con-
ducting, whicrh circumstance placed him
in the eyes of ihe thrifty Brit shers on a
pinnacle ftar above those less foriunate
musicians who must  derive livellhood
from their art,

From tiwe above reference to the apathy
of Berl'n, [t may be suspected that Men-
delssolin, despite the almost unnterrupt-
ed suceess and s freedom from care
aneyg. money masters did not pass
ough his com; ively brief career
without some he-;n'l. urnings Aside from
the lethargy of Berln lht-lt was the cir-
cumstance that Mendelssohn was never
as suecessful as Le desired in operatie
composition. and some of the ecriticisms
whi‘h ascailed W's operas stuneg him (o
he quick. XNo mention of Mendelssohn's
I'fe in Encland would be at all adequate
without reference to his friendship for

o 7BarImine desiro a’z’omdnpawzs
f sty o 722 f’m_gﬁroazd

TALIAN COUNTIES AND SICILY, THE ISLAND

KINGDOM, WHERE QUAKE, FIRE AND FLOOD
HAVE WROUGHT THE GREATEST CATASTROPHE
OF MODERN HISTORY—THE CITIES. TOWNS, VIL-
LAGES AND-WHOLE SECTIONS WHICH WERE VIR-
TUALLY WIPED OUT.

with a population of nearly 350,000, and can be obtained. It had a population ap-
it belongs almost in the class of the proximating 14,000, Pizzo had a popu-
world’'s largest cities and is certalnly of lation of S000 and layv five miles to the
second mank as regards population. It north and east of Monteleone, on the
was not much Injured. although the earth Gulf of Santa Eufenia. Bagnara, one of
shocks were distinctly felt. It is 120 the smaller cities mentioned as being
miles west of Messina. It contains many practically wiped off the map, was on the
art objects of great value, and is noted coast of the Gulf of Gloja and had 80
for a uriversity which numbers about people.

1,400 students. The clty possesses a great *x

(‘d!th"if surrounded by sixteen gigan- W K

fc holy statues, and a Norman structure, i -
uilt in 1143, with five imposing domes, Catania was built on one of the furthest
called the San Giovann! Degli BEremeti, Toots of Mount Etna, and was an anciend
“;hir'h!ils: one of the unique specimens city mentioned treguently by Thucydides,
of architecture in the world, as it show® v, Pausanias, Pindar : > -l
HE SRt he chninides ot Ahe wtars Livy, Pausanias, Pindar and Plutar
Gothic structures of the trus Norman

In ('eero’s writings he says, speaking of

style and perlod. the war in Sici'y: "You wlll be told of
t: the fields of 1tne Catanlans—a most
- R wealthiy people and friendly to us (Ro-

Girgenti s about cighty-four mlles mans)”* Thus Clecro relates to us tha
southeast of Palermo. It is noted for in his time Catanin was an important
its fine cathedral, which was constructed ¢!ty of the old world, and its ponuiation

considere ¢ realthy agric g com-
in A. 1. 1400, and we had a consulate m“:i'“'_”"l 1 wealthy agricultural

here because the town had a population But if the cities, towns and provinces
of over 25,000, The cathedral contained involved in the mighty earth throes in
a celebrated Madonna by Guldo Reni and December were historic, no less g0 were
a famous marble tomb, with relief, illus- the waters of this country famous in
trating the legend of Hyppolytus. There Grecian and Roman prose and poetry.
were several roval educational institu- Seylia and Charybdis, the names of the
tions and a municipal museum that con- two rocky promontories that faced each
tained a marvelous statue of Apollo. It other across the S ralis of Messina befor.
exported 3,000,000 quintals of sulphur an- the last earth conyuision changed the
nually, and had, as well, important sglt map of that region., were sung by Homer
mines. and a'l his followers and imita‘ors who
Monteleone di Calabria was a small were legion In number and Greek, Ro-
town in Catanzaro, situated about two man: English and French In nationality.
miles from the coast, and was built on Ulysses had his adventure with the cy-
a hill where In times of ancient Greece clops between Messina and Catanlia, in
there was situated the city of Hippo- Sicily,
nium. It was a garrison town and the In fact. away aheal of the Normans
ser of a bishopric. It also disapprared in and the medieval legends connected with
1783, when so many other southern Ital- this region there lies the period of pre-
jan cities were destroved by earthquake. historic Gresk verse, lcst in the mazes
but was rebuilt for military purposes by of the earliest dawn of man as an intelli-
the Neapolitan government. gent being. Back before the days of
Catanzaro was the capital of the prov- blind Dan Homer, buck among the very
ince of that name and had a fine cathe- gods of the Greeks whn the Golden
dral, a big hospital and a population of Age was here and the gods walked with
25,000, mostly very poor and very ig- one another on the earth and made love
norant. Palmi was in Calabria, twenty- to the daughters of men, Calabria and
one miles northeast of Regegio, the capital, Sicily were the favored regiins of all the
and is near Mount Elia, from which a world, a glory preserved eternally by the
superb view of the surrcunding territory genius of poet and historian.
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Jenny Lnd. The famous songstress ful- funeral was most impressive. It took
filled h's ideal of an artiet, and 1t was place at n';:"t. and thousauds of the eiti-
for her thut he wrote his greatest choral zens participated In a torchlight pro-

werk, “Elijah." cession from the composer's home to the
x railroad station. At each town or vil-
% lage ‘through which the funeral train

A L ! ' e A 1q. Passed tie cortege was greeted hy chor-
It {s a sad commentary on Mende's- ,..¢ chanted by choruses of adm ring

solin's eareer in Great Britain that the musicians. Many storles are told of
very triumph he achieved was indirectly Mendelssohn, illustrative of his distine-
I's undoing. He became the “lion of live personality. Not a few of them are

based on the trcks of his marvelous

the hour and w as feted f.i_.l‘ beyond the memory. It is related that on one occa
capacity of a frail physique, already sion, when the score of the *“*M.Asummer
weakened by overwork The sequel of Night's Dream” overture was lost the
i= high-tension social life was that he composer, without hesitaney ;l.!‘-f!'{.Jal‘.td
berame a victim of nhervous exhausti on another, which t-.,n-e,.-;,,,mlﬂ'd' with the

as lis father Dad been before him. and oripinal ‘n the minu est detail. He knew
alzo his beloved sister. In the end he gh.. classirs hv heart. This remarka-

afficted with headaches so severe hle memory renderved possible that skill
he could not tolerite the slightest in improvising ‘'n wiich Mendelssohn ex-

noise—not even, as though an irony of celled. This German composer stands
fate, the sound of a p‘ano. apart fromm many great musicians 'n that

When -he composer of “Songs With- lie won popularity and homace during his

out Words" died his body was taken from lifetime. and this prestice has, if any-

Leipzig to Halle for intermen: and the thing, been cnhanced since his-death.

FIVE MINUTES WITH PROMINENT STORY TELLERS

A Novel Bath. o

MA\H“ REYBUKN of Philade!phia at
nt cilvie banguet praised the
city's water suppiyv.

“1 remember,”” Lhe said, “we all temem-
ber, the time when the mildest storm
would make our water unfit to bathe in,
1+t along to drink.”

“The only man in those days who could
ever find a good word to say for our
water,” he resumed, ‘was Peter Burness,
the optimist of the court of quarter ses-
sions.

s +yetually,” I said to Peter one morning
after a storm. ‘I couldn’t take a bath to-
day on account of the muudy water. It

was l'ke brown paste.

“+'0h, I took a good long bath,’ said
Peter. “When the Schuvlkill water is
like that it is the best fluid in the world
to bathe In. So medicinal, vou know.
Beatter than Homburg or Marienbad or
any of those places.’

“ Rut it's so muddy,” said T,

**That's just the 'mint ' said Peter. ‘It's
medicinal mud, full of all soms of phos-
phatrs amd things.  Tonight when youw
got home fill vour bath, jump in and
splash abont; but afterward don’'t yse any
towels.’

‘No towels? 1 objected.
*“There's a much better way than
towels,’ said DPeter. ‘Stand before the

mured. *That is what we c:Il on when
we contemplate a mean action.’

(Copyright, 1509, by Estelle Klauder.)
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radiator and let the water dry on your

hody. Then brush it off with a whisk A ROV&I COHHOiSSEUI‘.

i ]‘.—\.\!ES B. LAUGHLIN, a wralthy cole

Dnly an Excuse lecter of Pittsburg, recently discovered

¥ a hoax in hiu gallery, and compelled a

uT‘llE late Claus Spreckels"" sald a dealer to refund the £0.500 that had beon
11 Franciscan, “had one weak- paid for a £30 work of art.

ness of which he was a lirtl> ashamed. Mr. Laughlin, as this episode shows, Is

He could not resist the appeal of a beg- a connoisseur of ne mean ability. At a
gar. Yet lie knew that the charity so- recent dinner he pointed out very brii-
cieties are right, and that meost beggars ljantly the limitations and the shailow-
are impostors. ness of “court painters."”

** *Have the moral courage of your con- “A movement was on foct for the al-

victions," I sald one day, as I saw him Jjance of King Charles of Wurttemberg
give a beggar a quarter. ‘Send these zng the Grand Duchess Olga of Russla.
fellows to the charity specialists for in- Ap emissary of the Russian court came

vestigation.' to the young king, lald certain proposals
*‘Moral courage!' Mr. Spreckels mur- before him, and submiited a portrait in
oils of the royal lady.

**A school teacher once told her class “King Charles, after a close scrutlny,

that the courag: which makes us do what sald:

we think right, regardless of the sneers “ ‘This portrait flatters overmuch, The
of others, was moral courage, lite bost eyes are too large and brilllant, the hair
kind too abundant, the complesion too flower-

““Then. if a boy has a box of candy, like, and the neck and arms oo beautiful

like me vesterdav,” sald a lad. ‘and if h> a together.’ | s !

eats it all himself, without giving any to “ *But, vour majesty.” said the aston-
peopi that have no right to it, no matter ished Russian. “you do not know the
how much they call him mean and stingy grand duchess.

_that there’'s moral courags, ain’t It “eNoS s_ald the Kking, ‘but 1T Know court

teacher?” nainters.’



